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Submitted by Ian Dawe 
 

NABA Annual Membership 
Due February 1st 

 
Renew nashbee.org 

Membership Exclusive Information Coming April 
See Article (page 4) 

Top Bar/Horizontal Hive 
Interest Group Starting 

 
Are you interested in learning about this 

method of beekeeping? Contact Irwin Venick at 
irwin.venick@gmail.com 

 

At Home Beekeeping Webinar 
by Jennifer Berry 

Tuesday, March 29th at 6 p.m. 
“Methods of Controlling Varroa that Work” 

Free!! See Flyer (page 7) 

Mentors Needed 
See Article (page 10) 

http://nashbee.org/
https://nashbee.org/naba-newsletters/
http://nashbee.org/zoom-meetings/
http://nashbee.org/
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John Benham 

John has been a full-time beekeeper for 20 years, operating 
40+ colonies and a breeder of quality local queens and bees from 
local survivor stock for 17 years.  He is an Eastern Apiculture Society 
(EAS) Certified Master Beekeeper, Life Member of EAS, 2019 
President of Heartland Apicultural Society (HAS), President 
Mammoth Cave Beekeepers 2017 to present, current member of 
the Nashville Area Beekeepers Association and monthly columnist 
for the NABA newsletter as well as a past member, 
President/Officer of four local associations since 2004.  He shares 
his knowledge and love for the bees as a mentor and as a speaker, 
instructor, volunteer and organizer at state, local, regional, and national 
associations and various schools, libraries, garden clubs and educational 
events in Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Illinois, Kansas, Pennsylvania, and Indiana.  He is the owner/operator of 
Pure Barren River Honey winning blue ribbons at the local and state level and has an average production of 
100+ pounds of honey per colony with his wild caught bees.  John was a keynote speaker the EAS 2021 
conference and has recently been awarded a continuous complimentary membership by the Kentucky Queen 
Bee Breeders Association of which he is currently serving in an advisory capacity.  John strives to continuously 
advance his beekeeping skills and knowledge having recently received training in honeybee queen 
Instrumental Insemination.  He is a scheduled speaker at the 2022 HAS Conference in Evansville, In. at 
Southern Indiana University from June 29 thru July 1st. 

Spring Hive Management Part II:  “Out of winter into preparing for the honeyflow “ 
 In  “Spring Hive Management Part II “ , we will take a look at understanding the most intense and focused 
period of the honeybee’s life.  Included are swarm sign recognition, splits for increasing your apiary and 
curbing swarming, and Spring Varroa Mite population reduction and mite monitoring.  A video of Spring Hive 
Management Part I is on the website at nashbee.org under Member Resources. 

 
John Benham’s March Tips!  

 
Weather observations and forecasts are a priority as this month will likely require you to do your first 

pre-swarm rotations of brood boxes if the colony is now occupying the top box.  Do not rotate boxes if it will 
split the brood area and cause brood loss and remember that box rotations as well as adding honey supers 
stimulate colony growth.  Colony population can double during a three week period.  Keep an eye on the flora 
and watch for bud development on trees and dandelion/ henbit growth with potential blooming.  Monitor the 
humming bird migration as they move north.  Supers are usually added in April but an early warm up may 
require that you add them early.  This is also a good time to once again evaluate your bee resources and make 
decisions on splits for increase.  Keep your eyes and senses on alert to the weather, flora and warming.  These 
are priorities for your bees.  They WILL NOT miss the opportunity that the available nectar, pollen and 
warming weather including longer days will provide for them to increase their numbers for SWARMING!  Look 
for signs of diseases such as spotty brood patterns, off colored larva, perforated cell cappings, bad odors, etc.  
Also check for abnormal physical appearances of adults (deformed wings, paralysis, greasy bees) and large 
amounts of dead bees around hive entrance.  Bear in mind that dead bees can also indicate exposure to 
pesticides.  Remember that periods of wet, cool, spring weather is ideal for diseases to appear, especially in 
weaker, under fed colonies. 

March 13th Meeting 
FeaturSpeaker 

 

John Benham 

http://nashbee.org/zoom-meetings/
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Spring Feeding – As a general rule feeding 1 to 1 sugar water in the spring should be limited to a weak hive 
such as a spit, swarm or a hive that did not do well in the winter.  There should be enough available food for 
most colonies.  Feeding sugar water will greatly increase the chance that your bees will fill the brood area and 
cause them to swarm.  
Treat for mites – Most if not all mite treatments should be done prior to adding honey supers.  We do not 
want to contaminate the honey with chemicals.  Therefore, April or May will be your last chance to treat for 
mites until after the honey harvest in June.  If in doubt about treating with supers on, DON’T TREAT! 
Any questions or comments on these Tips please contact John Benham  

 

Pollinator Plant of the Month (Submitted by Ian Dawe)  
 

Featuring:  Sumac 
 
Rhus ssp. Major honey plants in the TN, AL, KY region 
Fragrant Sumac Rhus aromatica: bloom March- April 
Rhus copallinum: bloom July - August 
Rhus typhina: bloom June – July 
Rhus glabra: bloom May, June, July, August 
 
Duration: Perennial                       Fruit Type:  Drupe 
Habit: Shrub                                    Size Notes:  20-25                          
Leaf Retention: Deciduous           Leaf: Green               
Inflorescence: Panicle                   Autumn Foliage:   yes 
Flower: Individual plants normally have only male or female flower, not both.  
Some plants may have both, some male 
flowers have non-functional pistils, and some 
female flowers have non-functional stamens. 
Fruit: Dark red. 1/8 inch long. 
Size Class: 12-36 ft. 
Native Habitat: Dry hillsides; open woods; 
prairies; thickets Found in scrub on limestone 
outcrops and rocky slopes, prairies, plains, and 
in sandy woodlands 
Conditions Comments:    Native sumacs are 
important wildlife plants, providing winter 
food for many upland gamebirds, songbirds, 
and large and small mammals. They are fast 
growing, generally pest and disease-free, and 
drought-tolerant.  Colonies are often single-sexed, 
formed from a single, suckering parent. Only female 
plants produce berries, which are not as showy as 
those of R. typhina and R. glabra. 
 
Special Value to Native Bees 
Special Value to Honey Bees 
Provides Nesting Materials/Structure for Native Bees 
 

 

Ian Dawe 

Sumac 
Photos and information courtesy of Lady 

Bird Johnson Wildflower Center  
 

mailto:masterbeekeeperky@gmail.com
http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.wildflower.org/
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NABA Monthly Zoom Meetings- On Website 

 
Did you miss any of our monthly ZOOM meetings? Our programs are posted to the NABA website under 
“Member Resources”.  A description of each speaker’s program is available in the Newsletter for that month.   
The recorded program includes the speaker’s presentation plus the question and answer session that 
followed.   
January 2021:  “Basic Equipment for Beekeeping” by David Sells 
February 2021: “Recovering from Winter Losses” by Kent Williams 
March 2021  Not recorded 
April 2021  “The Game of Drones” by Julia Mahood 
May 2021  “Processing Honey: A Closer Look” by Bob Binnie 
June 2021  Not recorded 
July 2021  “Is my Queen Ready for Winter” by Al Taylor 
August 2021  “The Second Year of Keeping Bees or Beekeeping 201” by John Benham 
September 2021 “Fall Feeding, Overwintering and Beyond” by Leonard Davis 
October 2021  Not recorded 
November 2021 Not recorded 
December 2021 “What do Honeybees Do All Winter?” by Al Taylor 
January 2021  “The Beekeepers Year” by Charlie Parton 
February 2021  “Spring Hive Management Part I” by John Benham 
 

New Dues Payment System 
In Place February 1st 

 
NABA switched over to a new payment system on 
February 1st.  This system will let you set up an 
automatic payment for your membership using your 
credit card, or just continue to buy a year at a time.   
 
The new system will also create an account on the 
nashbee.org site that can be used to manage your 
membership and access new, exclusive, member-only 
content in the coming months. 
 
All members who have not renewed their membership 
received a renewal reminder last week.  When you 
renew, you will be able to create a password that 
allows access to member only content. 
 
If you have joined or renewed in the past few months, 
please go to the NABA website, and set up your 
password.  We expect to limit access to member only 
content around April 1st. 
 

 

  

 

Submitted by J. Karren Baker 

https://nashbee.org/zoom-meetings/
https://nashbee.org/naba-newsletters/
http://nashbee.org/
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Reviews of Books of Interest to Beekeepers (Submitted by David Hinton) 
 

“Wild Honey Bees: An Intimate Portrait”  
by Ingo Arndt (photography) and Jurgen Tautz (text)  
 
At a pre-pandemic NABA meeting, Tennessee State Apiarist Mike Studer 
made an observation that I have never forgotten: that wild bees (I think he 
used the term ”feral bees”) in Tennessee were  extinct and it was up to us---
amateur and commercial beekeepers—to perpetuate the existence of the 
honey bee. 
 
I never forgot those words because they are such a dismal thought. If wild 
bees are disappearing, is there any hope for planet earth? 
 
But hope returned as I read “Wild Honey Bees: An Intimate Portrait” by 
Ingo Arndt and Jurgen Tautz.  Wild honey bees are alive and well, at least 
in the forests of Germany.  The book documents, in stunning photography 
and informative text, the wild honey bees that flourish in in the forests of 
Germany.  Jurgen Tautz, author of the book’s text, s a Professor and Chair 
of bee research at the University of Wurzburg, Germany.  Tautznotes that 
“A remarkable number of honey bee colonies still exist, living in hollow 
trees inside the forest, largely unnoticed by humans and in greatly 
underestimated numbers … these honey bees, original dwellers of the 
forest, are better able to cope with diseases and parasites than our “pet” 
bees.”   
 
So why do they flourish in German forests and not in American?  I am 
hardly a scientist, but I have lived in Germany for three years, including 
two years on the edge of one of Germany’s most important forests, the 
Odenwald (Odin’s forest).  From this experience I learned the importance 
of forests to the German people, indeed to the German psyche.  The forests are at the heart of Germanic 
mysticism and romanticism.  In the Odenwald near where I lived in Ziegehausen (a suburb of Heidelberg) was 
the location where, according to German mythology, the hero Siegfried slayed the dragon Fafner.  Germans 
treat their forests as something sacred, carefully tended by a corps of professional forest rangers.  The 
complex ecosystem of the German forest, with its variety of interdependent flora, fauna, and microorganisms, 
is vigorously protected.  And while Monsanto is now a German-owned corporation, its infamous product 
Roundup and other glyphosate-loaded herbicides are banned by German and European Union laws.  Honey 
bees and other insects are protected by these laws in ways that their American counterparts are not. 
 
Tautz notes an important difference between American forests and the protected German forests: 
“Commercially optimized forestry has led to forests being clearly laid out as delineated monocultures in order 
to simplify processing, and to them no longer bearing any resemblance to the healthy, well-balanced forests 
that once existed.”  While America does have protected natural forest areas, they are often (usually?) 
surrounded by commercial forests—as in Tennessee.  Tautz further notes that such habitats are especially 
vulnerable to parasites and climate change, and argues that the natural conditions found in a hollow tree 
trunk offers protection not afforded by the standardized wooden boxes employed by beekeepers.   
 

 

David Hinton 
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The authors, however, are not opposed to the human activity of beekeeping.  As they conclude: “Both realities 
should co-exist – bee colonies cared for by beekeepers for our mutual benefit, and wild bee colonies which 
constitute an important component of the forest ecosystem.  Beekeepers can offer their honeybees the best 
possible living conditions and can at the same time profit from the natural selection that takes effect among 
wild bee colonies.” 
 
 What do protections do German wild bees have that American bees don’t?  I was amazed to learn about the 
book scorpion, the great natural ally of wild bees in Germany.  The book scorpions are small (the size of a pin 
head) and, like varroa mites, attach themselves to the bodies of honey bees.  But, with their extended 
pinchers they are voracious eaters of varroa mites!   [If this catches your attention like it did mine, here’s some 
additional information, including a German book scorpion enthusiast who sells packages to beekeepers]  
https://www.spiritbee.com/2019/06/07/bugs-that-eat-varroa-mites/ 
https://bücherskorpion-biene.de/en/buy-book-skorpions/    
 
Despite its intriguing text, beekeepers will most love this book for the beauty of its photographs by Ingo Arndt,  
who is regarded as one of the world’s leading wildlife photographers.  The pictures in this book, often 
rendered in two-page spreads, are the most stunning photographs of bees that I have ever seen.  Arndt shot 
more than 74,000 pictures over an eight month period, often hanging from a rope 66 feet off the ground.  He 
utilized the most advanced technology to capture photos of bees living and working in these natural forest 
habitats. 

 
 

 
  

From “Wild Honey Bees: An Intimate Portrait” Worker bees loading up with water 
needed to cool their colonies on a hot day. 

 

https://www.spiritbee.com/2019/06/07/bugs-that-eat-varroa-mites/
https://bücherskorpion-biene.de/en/buy-book-skorpions/
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Advanced Beekeeping Workshop 
Presented to Sold Out Audience 

 
The 2022 Advanced Beekeeping Workshop was presented 
to a sold-out audience on Saturday, February 12th at Ed 
Jones Auditorium.  This year’s workshop was limited to 60 
participants due to COVID restrictions and this was only the 
second time we have met at Ed Jones Auditorium since it 
was remodeled.  It was good to be back at Ellington 
Agriculture Center, our home for the last 60+ years. 
  

The workshop opened 
with Dr. Clarence Collison 
speaking on the “The Role 
of Queen Pheromones in 
the Colony”. The morning 
presentations were all about 
queens as Kent Williams 
talked about “Raising 
Queens for Replacement” and Clarence followed up with “A Closer Look at 
Factors Affecting Queen Quality.” 
 
After a box lunch, Mike Studer, Tennessee State apiarist, opened the 
afternoon by going on-line and demonstrating the new system for registering 
your apiary, which is done without any paperwork by you or the State. Then 
Clarence had a lively interactive program titled “Investigating Bee Hive 

Issues” where he showed slides of frames and asked the audience to identify 
the problem and what to do next. 
 

Kent ended the formal presentations with a timely presentation 
on “Managing Your Hives for Maximum Production”.  The last 
hour of the day was a question and answer panel made up of 
Clarence, Kent and Mike.  
 
Thanks to Al Taylor of Hon Taylor Honey Bees and Dave Sells of 
Maple Bend Bee Supply for supporting the workshop.  Also thanks 
to Buzz Evans, Al Taylor, and Joel White who organized the 
program, Mike Brent who was in charge of the food, and Ian 
Dawe who handled the registration. 

 

Dr. Clarence Collison 

 

 

Newly Renovated Ed Jones Auditorium 
Submitted by Buzz Evans 

Kent Williams 
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 NABA Hive Updates 
Gene Armstrong Apiary at Ellington Report (Submitted by Buzz Evans) 
 
The weather on March 3rd was sunny and 75o when we 
checked the hives.  We first removed the foam insulation 
on the hives so we could pull frames and look for the 
queen and eggs and brood.  We started the Winter with 
five hives and a NUC.  During the cold snap in late 
February we lost the NUC and our weakest hive.  Both 
hives appeared to starve while protecting brood even 
though food was available in the hive. 
 
The other four hives are strong, and we saw the queen in 
each hive.  All had brood, larvae, and eggs with good 
brood patterns (see picture of queen and brood).  We 
reversed one hive where the cluster was all in the upper deep.  We plan to start feeding sugar water in the 
next week.  
 
We will make the Apiary available for training before monthly meetings as the weather improves.  We plan to 
start that training on April 10th. 
 

 

Centennial Bee Report (Submitted by Seth Cooper) 

 
It was a lovely warm spring afternoon at the park on 
March 2nd.   The bees in hive # 1 and # 3 were prolific 
bringing in pollen of different colors and some 
nectar.   We found the lovely queen in hive # 3 (see top 
photo).  Plenty of honey left in hives #1 and 3, but they 
had eaten all the solid food we had left them last 
month.   Hive # 2 is in trouble with a very spotty brood 
pattern and too few bees to make it through March if we 
have any serious cold weather  (see bottom photo).  We 
reversed the mostly empty bottom box in hive #3 and 
added Ultra bee pollen rich patties to the hives above a 
lot of capped and uncapped brood.   We’ll plan our next 
visit in 2 1/2 weeks weather permitting.   Thanks to Larry 
Wilson for his excellent company and expertise.       
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Bee Science (submitted by Deb Lannigan) 
 

Cappa and colleagues in the 
journal, Insects, discuss the 
need for developing strategies 
to protect honey bees from 
invasive alien species of 
hornets.   Honey bees that 
coevolved with hornets have 
developed strategies to 
combat hornets.  However, 
when alien hornet species 
such as the Asian Giant 
Hornet, which has recently 
been found on the West 
Coast, enter into the North 
American ecosystem our wild 
indigenous bees and the 
majority of our managed 
honey bees are not sufficiently 
adapted to defeat this 
predator.  If you would like to 

read this article, contact Deb 
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed to Mentor 
2022 New Beekeeping Class 

 

The 2022 Introduction to Beekeeping School was 
completed in January and had 74 participants 
complete the course. The next step for those 
students who will keep bees this Spring is to set 
up their hives and install their packages or NUCS. 
They need your help as a mentor. 
 
Being a mentor provides the opportunity to share 
your knowledge and experiences with new 
beekeepers, helping to ensure the success of 
beekeeping in our area.  Mentoring is a very 
satisfying experience that helps you hone your 

mailto:deborah.lannigan@vanderbilt.edu
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skills while helping others and building relationships within the organization.  It doesn’t matter 
if you only have one or two hives or just a couple of years of experience; you have the basic 
knowledge to help beginning beekeepers.   
 
 If you are an NABA member that would be willing to help mentor one or more beginning 
beekeepers, please contact Hope Woods  or Buzz Evans .  We will match you up with a new 
beekeeper in your neighborhood. 

 

Cooking with Honey 

 

Winter Citrus Salad with Honey Dressing 
(cooking NYTimes.com)  

• 2 blood oranges or tangerines 

• 1 pink grapefruit 

• 1 navel orange 

•  Salt 

• ½ small red onion or 1 shallot, chopped 

• 3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

• 1 tablespoon sherry vinegar 

• ½ teaspoon honey 

•  Lime or lemon juice to taste 

• ¼ teaspoon freshly chopped tarragon or a pinch dried 

 

1.  Peel citrus, removing as much pith as possible, and slice 
into wheels.  Remove any pits, layer fruit on a serving dish, 
sprinkle with salt and garnish with chopped onion. 
 
2.  Whisk together olive oil, vinegar, honey, lime juice and 
tarragon until well combined; taste, adjust seasoning as needed and drizzle over salad. 
 
 

  

 

  

  

Your Newsletter Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone –I am Rosa, a key member of 
the newsletter team.  I am in charge of 
everything and I am always super happy.  I 
become even happier when you send my 
mom photos, honey recipes, stories about 
your bees and any honey bee questions.  
Here is my mom’s email link Deb  

 

mailto:hmwoods14@gmail.com
mailto:buzz131@live.com
mailto:deborah.lannigan@vanderbilt.edu
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Swarming Season 
(with permission from Georgia Beekeeper Association) 
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Across 

2. used to cut a branch to drop the swarm into 
your container 

5. the leader of the pack. The swarm gathers 
where she lands 

7. sometimes spraying this keeps a swarm calm 

9. the bees the swarm sends out to look for a 
new place to live 

10. Secure these so you know where they are 
when you get ready to drive away! 

15. attracts the bees to the spot where the queen 
is hanging on the tree/fence/lamp post 

16. sometimes needed if the swarm is up high 

19. need this number to reconnect with 
homeowner in case swarm leaves 

20. what the box needs that you pour the swarm 
into 

22. usually yellow with soft bristles 
 

    

 

Down 

1. to secure the ventilated top to the box 

2. to record the event! 

3. where you will install bees 

4. age of 75% of bees leaving in the swarm 

6. the pheromone the bees emit to tell the other 
bees that the queen is in your swarm box 

7. some homeowners do this ahead of calling a 
beekeeper and you need to know if they have 

8. often we ask the person reporting the swarm if 
it is the size of a ________ 

9. to spread under the swarm so you can see the 
queen if she falls 

11. sometimes you have to spend this until swarm 
fully in box 

12. old and dark, this smells good to the bees. Put 
it in your collection box to make them happy to 
be there 

13. swarm season 

14. an attractive smell that might keep your bees 
happy in the swarm collection box 

17. ask homeowner this question about the 
location of swarm 

18. plastic container used to hold this. When you 
cut the top off, this makes a good swarm scoop 

20. a must have while collecting a swarm to 
protect your eyes 

21. are person collecting the swarm 
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Crossword Answer Key 
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Directions to Ed Jones Auditorium 
 
Ellington Agricultural Center, 416 Hogan Road, Nashville, Tennessee 37220 
 
From I-65: Take Exit #78-A east on Harding Place. Take a right at the second light onto Trousdale Drive. Travel south 
on Trousdale for approximately 1.5 miles. Turn left on to Hogan Road at the four-way stop. Hogan Road ends at the 
front gates of the Ellington Agricultural Center. Note: all buildings have identifying lawn signs for your convenience. 
From I-24: Take exit #56 west on Harding Place to the Nolensville Road intersection at Walmart. Turn left onto 
Nolensville Road and travel south 1/10 mile and turn right onto Edmondson Pike. Travel 1 1/2 miles on Edmondson 
Pike. The east entrance to Ellington Agricultural Center is on the right. 
 
To Ed Jones Auditorium:  
Enter the front gates from Hogan Road. Bear to your right. The Moss Building (antebellum style mansion) will 
be on your left at the top of the hill. Follow the drive until you reach the auditorium (a large white barn-like 
structure that sets at the end of the lawn behind the mansion.) It is located at 416 Hogan Road. 

 


