
 1 

Nashville Area Beekeepers 
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News 
http://nashbee.org 

  
 

Missing a Newsletter? 
Archive 

 

Next Meeting:  
 

The Game of Drones 
with 

Julia Mahood 
 

April 11th, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
Please join us! 

 

ZOOM LINK 
In person meetings are coming soon-stay tuned! 

page 2 March 14th NABA Speaker Overview 
page 2 John Benham’s April Tips 
page 3 Pollinator Plant of the Month 
page 4 Introducing NABA Members 
page 5 Farm Day 
page 6 Installing Package/ Bee Science  
page 7 At Home Beekeeping Series 
page 8 Register your Hive 
page 9 Book Review 
page 10 NABA Hive Updates 
page 11 Nashville Earth Day Information 
page 12 Cooking with Honey 
 

Do you want to be on the Swarm Catchers 
NABA site? 

For further information email: Ian Dawe 
 

Save the DATE:  IN PERSON 2021  
FARM DAY 

Sunday, May 16th at Amy Grant’s Farm 
Further Details on Page 5 

 

About five volunteers are needed to help Ian 
Dawe create a membership committee so that 
NABA has a line of communication with its 
members, both current and past.  Each of 
these committee members will need to 
contact five to ten individuals each month to 
conduct a short survey.  This information will 
be used to improve the ability of NABA to 
serve the Middle Tennessee beekeeper.  If you 
are willing to be part of this information 
gathering, please contact Ian at 423-470-7091.  

We will be representing NABA at a “socially 
distanced” Earth Day celebration on Saturday, 
April 24th.  We’ll have our demonstration 
teaching hive, some pictures, and try to 
organize a demonstration hive for the 
day.  We welcome volunteers to help a few 
hours in our tent.  Please contact Seth Cooper 
at sethcooper@comcast.net or 615-347-2679.     
 
 

Submitted by Jenna Bryan 

Volunteers Needed 

http://nashbee.org/
https://nashbee.org/naba-newsletters/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84031996861
mailto:ianfdawe@gmail.com
mailto:sethcooper@comcast.net
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Julia Mahood is a Georgia Master Beekeeper who has been keeping bees 
since 2004. She created the citizen science website MapMyDca.com to 
gather data on drone congregation areas. Julia is passionate about education 
and teaches beekeeping in Georgia prisons and is active in her local and 
state bee organizations. 
Julia will present her talk “The Game of Drones” at our April meeting. 
Honey bee drones are the Rodney Dangerfields of the bee world, they (often) 
get no respect!  Learn all about the amazing drones and their mysterious 
drone congregation areas at this informative talk. 

 
John Benham’s April Tips!  

Key to April is swarm prevention, second brood 
box rotation and addition of supers!  The 
increasing daylight hours, warm weather, 
warming soil and available food stores trigger 
the main nectar flow. The final brood box 
rotation should be done early and your first supers added.  Add two supers for a 
robust over wintered hive and one super for a new or weak hive.  You will need 
to be on your toes for conditions of favorable weather and just the right amount 
of rain that keeps the flow going and the bees working.        
Predict swarming.  A sudden long period of rain/cold keeps the bees hive-bound 
but inside the hive the brood is increasing and adult bees are emerging.  Check 

the hive and decide whether they have gathered enough nectar/pollen before a rain/cold spell.  Feeding may 
need to occur during this bad weather.  Remember, large numbers of confined bees will consume large 
amounts of food in a short period and the population will continue to build.  If the bees run low on food they 
will swarm!  Most swarms in April are the day after a long cold or rainy period usually occurring during the 
day’s warm-up between 11:00am and 2:00pm.  Even though the weather may not be conducive for swarming, 
the bees will at times, during cold and rainy weather issue a swarm. A colony does this when there is a very 
large population of bees with little food stores and no room to expand.  Swarms in April are usually caused by 
beekeepers over or under feeding, or a lack of space.  In our area, most swarms occur in mid-May.  Time to 
catch some free bees with a swarm trap.  
Adding suppers.The rhythm of adding supers according to the weather is an important in helping to prevent 
your bees from swarming due to overcrowding and your honey crop growing.  
Splits.  Large colonies that are building very fast can be used for making splits by removing a frame or two of 
brood and making nucs.  Making a split by removing the old queen can be one of the best swarm preventions.  
It will also cause the old hive to become queenless.   While the old hive makes a new queen, the hive will 
become broodless.  No brood will make it easy to treat for mites and the adult bees will focus on collecting 
nectar.  When you see mostly nectar foragers (bees arriving with abdomens swollen and at a downward angle) 
then major nectar sources are booming.  Adding supers in a timely manner and occasional inspections for 
signs of swarm preps are mandatory.  Colonies that are still having trouble building to a large numbers of bees 
should be used as resources for other projects and/or examined closely for mites, diseases or a poor quality 
queen. 
John would appreciate comments on his bee calendar.  Please contact him at John Benham  

April 11th Meeting Featured Speaker 

 

 

John Benham 

Julia Mahood 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmapmydca.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdeborah.lannigan%40vumc.org%7Cadc691c3d06b44b7b7a808d8f2f5239d%7Cef57503014244ed8b83c12c533d879ab%7C0%7C1%7C637526481972884384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=F46I445rZzY9MDr3ED6eM64KbUc5nXNZaHD9sKtXaJk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:masterbeekeeperky@gmail.com
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Pollinator Plant of the Month (Submitted by Ian Dawe)  
 

Featuring: Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) 
 
Also called: Northern Spicebush, Common Spicebush, Wild Allspice. 
 
Lauraceae (Laurel Family) 
 
Spicebush is deciduous shrub, with a rounded, open habit, growing to 6–12 
feet tall. It has a colonial nature and often reproduces by root sprouting, 
forming clumps or thickets, slow growing. 
The yellow flowers grow in showy clusters which appear in early spring, 
giving honeybees a helpful start to the season.  Dioecious (male and female 
flowers on separate plants), with the male flowers being larger and showier than the 
female ones. mFlowers of female plants give way to bright red drupes (to 1/2" long) 
 

 

Attracts: Birds, Butterflies (Larval host to Spicebush Swallowtail) 
Fruit: Showy 
Tolerate: Deer, Drought, Heavy Shade, Clay Soil, Wet Soil, Black Walnut 
This shrub is easily grown, not fussy about conditions, but difficult to transplant, due to fibrous root system.  
Prune after flowering. 
Pollen source: * 
Nectar source: * Garden Plants for Honey Bees (Lindtner) 

 
  

Spicebush 
Photo & Information courtesy of Missouri Botanical Garden. 

 

 

Ian Dawe 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
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Introducing NABA Members 
David Hinton 
 
David says his love of honey is what brought him to beekeeping.  David 
grew up living next to his German immigrant grandparents, and it was 
always a big treat to join them for "Schwarzebrot and honey," his 
grandmother's homemade German dark bread slathered with butter and 
local honey.  He and his cousins still talk about it. David’s grandfather in 
particular was never without honey close by.  When he became an adult, 
David made sure that he always had a connection with a local beekeeper 
so he could keep well-stocked in honey.  
 
After David and his wife, Dolly Carlisle, took up beekeeping, David gained a 
genealogical insight into his passion for honey and his connection to 
beekeeping.  David wrote to a cousin in Germany and mentioned that he 
had become a beekeeper and that he and Dolly had three hives.  His cousin 
sent back an unexpected reply:” Our great-grandfather was a very 
passionate beekeeper.  He began beekeeping in 1904 with five hives.  
By 1916, he had over 52 hives and harvested about 3000 pounds of 
honey!”  So, David regards himself as a second-generation beekeeper, 
albeit two generations and one ocean removed.  
 

Although born and raised in Iowa, David has always stayed close to his 
German roots.  He was a high school exchange student to Hamburg, 
Germany and while in college, he studied his junior year in 
Heidelberg.  He later taught for two years at a university in 
Heidelberg. 
 
While in Iowa, David was a Vice President of a major regional 
investment banking firm heading up their venture capital division.  He was also appointed by the governor of 
Iowa to a four-year term as Iowa Commissioner of Economic Development.  Deciding on a career change in his 
late 30s, David moved to Nashville to earn a Ph.D. in higher education at Vanderbilt University.  He served as 
Dean of Academic Affairs for Watkins College of Art & Design and then for The Art Institute of Tennessee-
Nashville.  He is now an adjunct history professor at the Smyrna campus of Motlow State College. 

 

David and Dolly have kept bees for four years now and will enter this year’s 
honey flow with 7-9 hives and they hope for a great harvest.  After a 
generous set-aside to support David’s honey habit, they donate the rest of 
their production to their church’s book store for fundraising.  And instead of 
his German grandmother’s dark bread, David now enjoys Dolly’s homemade 
sourdough bread for his morning toast with butter and honey. 

 
 

  

 

 

David Hinton 

 

David’s Great-Grandparents 
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Farm Day In Person at Amy Grant’s Farm 
Sunday, May 16th Noon to 4 p.m. 

Hidden Trace Farm 
1761 Lawrence Road 
Franklin, TN 37069 

 
For our first in-person meeting since March of 2020, Amy Grant welcomes us to the new open air Porter’s 
Pavilion at her farm with rain-or-shine space for social distancing. 
  
Pack a lunch and a camp chair. 
Drinks and cookies will be provided. 
Featuring… 
 

• Speaker Bob Binnie, Blue Ridge Mountain Honey Company 

• Entertainment by James Slater & friends  

• David Hughes, Rock Bridge Trees with bee friendly plants  

• Maple Bend Bee Supply mobile store 

• NABA ball caps, T-shirts & honey  

• Lending Library 
 
Family & friends are welcome! Registration is required!!! 
 
Use the Farm Day link @nashbee.org or text Kathy Harrell 615-476-2550. 
 
Speaker Information  
Bob Binnie owns and operates Blue Ridge Honey Co. in Lakemont, Georgia.  He 
currently keeps about 2000 colonies of bees. In addition to raising and selling 
queens and NUCs at his retail location, he also operates a large honey packing 
operation. Bob began his commercial beekeeping career in Oregon in 1981 and 
spent many years providing pollination services. Bob moved to Georgia in 
1991.  He was voted Georgia Beekeeper of the Year in 2003.  He has many 
interesting teaching videos on his popular Bob Binnie you tube channel. 
 
Volunteers Needed for Upcoming Farm Day 
 
Kathy Harrell is looking for volunteers and it would be wonderful if one volunteer had a truck. 
She needs volunteers for each of the following days/time slots: 
Saturday, May 15 – Volunteers are needed for table and chair set up and advanced site preparation for about 
2-3 hours. 
Sunday, May 16 – She’ll need volunteers to help decorate, put up signs, and run errands. Are you a friendly, 
outgoing person?  Then you can sell t-shirts and caps.  Can you take pictures?  Then you can help visually 
document the event.  Or are you just a help-out-with-whatever-is needed-type person?  Then you may be 
perfect for helping with name tags. She’ll also need volunteers for the clean up duties.  That special someone 
with a truck needs to return items to the NABA storage unit.  If she gets enough volunteers, each one can 
expect to pitch in for a couple hours before the event and one hour afterwards.  Contact Kathy Harrell at 615-
476-2550.  

 

Bob Binnie 
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Installing a Package? 
 

New on the NABA website this month are two instructional videos on installing a package of bees. NABA 
members Barry Richards and Dave Sells each have produced a video showing step by step how to install a 
package of bees. 
 
Go to “Member Resources” in the website and the first topic is “Installing a Package”. If you need further help, 
you can go down to “Mentor Opportunities” and contact a mentor near you. 
 
On Saturday, April 17th (time to be determined) we will be installing packages at the Gene Armstrong Apiary at 
Ellington Agriculture Center.  Depending on Covid restrictions, we may be able to have NABA members view 
this installation.  We will announce whether this is possible at the April 11th Zoom meeting. 

  

  

Bee Science 
In the journal Saudi Journal of Biological Sciences (2021) Paray and colleagues 
have provided an overview of the different artificial food recipes for bees on the 
basis of nutrient composition of honey and pollen, acceptability, palatability, 
digestibility and affordability of ingredients.  It was interesting to see the 
diversity in the makeup of the recipes and their effects on the colony.  A 
standard balanced diet for commercial beekeeping is yet to be developed. 
 
If you would like to see the full review please contact Deb 

Submitted by Lynn Scarborough 
Submitted by Jenna Bryan 

http://nashbee.org/
mailto:deborah.lannigan@vanderbilt.edu
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Apiary Act Of 1995 Requires all Apiaries to be Registered 
AVAILABLE ON-LINE 

 
The Tennessee Apiary Act of 1995 (found at TCA Sections 44-15-101 et seq.) requires all new apiaries to be 
registered with the Tennessee Department of Agriculture. They are then required to be re-registered every 
three years. The list of beekeepers is maintained by the State Apiarist and upon registration the beekeeper 
receives a unique registration number. This number is the beekeeper’s personal registration number and can 
be used to brand hives and equipment. 
 
Registering your apiary allows you to receive e-mail notifications of disease outbreaks and updates from the 
State Apiarist. Also, you will receive notification of aerial spraying of pesticides in your area if the state is 
notified, free inspection of your colonies if needed, and compensation for colonies destroyed due to American 
Foulbrood or other regulated pests or diseases. No indemnity is paid for loss of unregistered hives. 
 
A benefit of registration is found at TCA Section 44-15-125, which provides that as long as you maintain the 
registration of your apiary and otherwise comply with the Apiary Act, and operate your apiary in a reasonable 
manner, you “shall not be liable for any personal injury or property damage that is caused by the keeping and 
maintaining of…bees that nest in a beehive that is located on such apiary” (other than for intentional tortious 
conduct or gross negligence). 
 
Failure to register your bees or comply with the Apiary Act may result in confiscation of your bees, equipment 
and a $500 fine. Moving bees and used equipment into, out of, within or through the state are required by law 
to be inspected. 
 
Click her to register your apiary, or renew the registration of an apiary previously registered. 
You will also need the longitude and latitude of the apiary (see picture). This can be obtained on most phone 
GPS apps. Start 2021 with a registered apiary! 

  
 

Gene Armstrong Apiary Location 

https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/businesses/bees/apiary-registration.html
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Reviews of Books of Interest to Beekeepers (Submitted by David Hinton) 
 

“HoneyBee Democracy” by Thomas D. Seeley 
 
If you had the good fortune to participate in NABA’s March zoom 
meeting, you were able to hear a remarkable presentation from a man 
who is truly one of the world’s greatest experts on honey bees in general 
and honeybee swarms in particular.  Congratulations to the NABA 
speaker’s committee for lining up Dr. Seeley! 
 
Dr. Seeley’s presentation was a thought-provoking examination of the 
intelligent decision-making, following democratic principles, employed 
by honey bees in deciding to swarm and the organized way that they 
make the swarm happen. If his presentation fascinates you like it did me, 
then I recommend his book “Honeybee Democracy,” the culmination of 
Dr. Seeley’s 30 years of scientific research on swarming intelligence. 
 
From a practical beekeeping standpoint, “Honeybee Democracy” 
provides helpful insights for the amateur beekeeper on how to 
anticipate swarms.  For example, here’s a nugget of information that I 
have never read elsewhere: “But what is perhaps the most striking 
change in the workers just before swarming is their greater lethargy.  
Many of these laggards hang quietly on the combs, while others rest in a 
thick cluster outside the hive entrance, giving the alert beekeeper a 
helpful warning that swarming is imminent.” 
 
In the book’s Introduction Seeley tells his readers the real significance of the swarm that we are beekeepers 
work so hard to prevent:  “But honeybees also provide us another great gift [besides honey and beeswax], one 
that feeds our brains rather than our bellies, for inside each teeming beehive is an exemplar of a community 
whose members work together to achieve shared goals.  We will see how these little six-legged beauties have 
something to teach us about building smoothly functioning groups, especially ones capable of exploiting fully 
the power of democratic decision-making.” 
 
The above quote not only shows Seeley’s love for honeybees (“these little six-legged beauties”), but more 
importantly, presents readers with a truly radical notion: that honeybees can actually teach us something 
about how to make democracy work more effectively!  Who would have thought that 30 years of research 
into honeybee swarms would end up in the world of political science and organizational theory? 
 
Seeley defends his exalted view of honeybee democracy by noting that “. .  . a colony’s choice of its living 
quarters is made not by a few bees acting alone but by several hundred bees acting collectively.  This book is 
about how this sizable search committee almost always make a good choice. . . . [they] achieve their collective 
wisdom by organizing themselves in such a way that even though each individual has limited information and 
limited intelligence, the group as a whole makes first-rate collective decisions.”  
 
In the book’s final chapter, Dr. Seeley ventures out of his neuro-biology comfort zone to explain how he 
believes his research on honeybee swarms can actually guide humans in their democratic decision-making 
processes:  “ Let us now consider what lessons we humans can learn from honeybees to structure a decision-

 

David Hinton 
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making group so that the knowledge and brainpower of its members is effectively marshaled to produce good 
collective choices.”   
Seeley presents five fascinating lessons on how swarm intelligence could be applied to everything from 
deciding to invade Iraq to how to conduct New England town meetings and university academic department 
meetings.   
 
Curious about those five lessons?  I hope so -- but you’ll have to read the book to get them! 
 
 

NABA Hive Updates 

 

Centennial Bee Report (Submitted by Seth Cooper) 
  
Our one colony on the island is flourishing.  We are now feeding sugar water 
weekly, and the girls are drinking it down in spite of plenty of flowering trees and 
plants in the park.  We will be installing 3 packages from Al Taylor in April to 
rebuild our island apiary.  The Conservancy sent a photographer out with us last 
week for publicity photo shoot for the Parthenon Conservancy.  Link to the 
photos attached.   
  

Gene Armstrong Apiary at Ellington Report (Submitted 
by Buzz Evans) 
 
As of March 31st, we have three strong hives in the apiary. We 
lost a fourth hive during the cold snap in early March. It was the 
weakest hive and had the fewest bees. As the weather warmed 
up in March, we removed the insulating pink foam, reversed the 
hives and added a top feeder using 1 to 1 sugar water. 
 
Two of the three hives went thru the winter with two deeps and 
one medium on top (full of honey). The other had just two deeps.  
When we reversed the two hives with the top medium, we found 
the cluster was between the second deep and the medium. 
Keeping the cluster intact, we put the bottom deep on top of the 
cluster.  As the queen moves up into the top deep, we now have 
the option to create a split using the two mediums as one hive. 
 
We will be installing three packages from Al Taylor on Saturday, 
April 17th. If the Ellington Agriculture Center gives up permission 
to have NABA members at this installation we will let you know. 
Hopefully we can announce this at the April 11th Zoom meeting.  
 

  Centennial Apiary 
Submitted by Andrea Pruijssers 

https://annelisesarah.pic-time.com/-beescentennialpark/gallery
https://annelisesarah.pic-time.com/-beescentennialpark/gallery
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NABA MONTHLY ZOOM METINGS- ON WEBSITE 
 
Did you miss any of our monthly ZOOM meetings? Our programs are posted to the NABA website under 
“Member Resources”.  
 
August 2020:  “The Threshold to Healthy Spring Bees” by John Benham 
September 2020: “Feeding Your Bees – How, When & Why” by Trevor Quarles 
October 2020:      “Which Bee is Right for Me?” by Al Taylor 
November 2020: “Becoming a Better Bee Detective” by Jay William 
December 2020: - Not recorded but see links supplied by Jennifer Tsuruda  

1. http://tiny.utk.edu/apiculture 
2. utextension.tennessee.edu/ 
3. agresearch.tennessee.edu/filed_day/S 
4. Facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension 

January 2021:  “Basic Equipment for Beekeeping” by David Sells 
February 2021: “Recovering from Winter Losses” by Kent Williams 
March 2021  Not recorded 
A description of each speaker’s program is available in the Newsletter for that month.   
The recorded program includes the speaker’s presentation plus the question and answer session that 
followed.   
 

Nashville Earth Day at Centennial Park 
Saturday, April 24th 

 
 
Nashville Earth Day is the city’s official annual event to celebrate Earth Day. The free family event takes place 
in Centennial Park on Saturday, April 24th from 11:00 Am t0 6:00 PM.  This event brings together the Nashville 
community to celebrate our planet, inspire positive environmental change, and support sustainable small 
businesses and non-profits. 
 
NABA will again be one of the exhibitors with a booth and bee related exhibits and information. Other 
exhibitors include local growers, non-profits, sustainable small businesses and state/metro governmental 
agencies. There will be a children’s area providing hands-on educational activities plus live music 
entertainment and local food trucks. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to work at our NABA booth, contact Seth Cooper at sethcooper@comcast.net or 
615-347-2679.     
  
  

https://nashbee.org/zoom-meetings/
http://tiny.utk.edu/apiculture
https://utextension.tennessee.edu/
http://agresearch.tennessee.edu/filed_day/S
http://facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension
https://nashbee.org/naba-newsletters/
mailto:sethcooper@comcast.net
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 Cooking with Honey 

 
Winter Citrus Salad with Honey Dressing 

(from cooking.nytimes.com)  
• 2 blood oranges or tangerines 

• 1 pink grapefruit 

• 1 navel orange 

•  Salt 

• ½ small red onion or 1 shallot, chopped 

• 3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

• 1 tablespoon sherry vinegar 

• ½ teaspoon honey 

•  Lime or lemon juice to taste 

• ¼ teaspoon freshly chopped tarragon or a pinch dried 
 
1. Peel citrus, removing as much pith as possible, and slice into wheels. Remove any pits, layer fruit on 

a serving dish, sprinkle with salt and garnish with chopped onion. 
2. Whisk together olive oil, vinegar, honey, lime juice and tarragon until well combined; taste, adjust 

seasoning as needed and drizzle over salad. 
 
Do you have a recipe to share? -please send email to Deb 

 

 

Your Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone –It’s Rosa the border collie 
and I love herding ducks and supervising 
the Newsletter production.  Please send 
my mom photos, honey recipes, stories 
about your bees and any honey bee 
questions.  Here is my mom’s email link 
Deb My mom gives me a treat when she 
gets mail from you! 

 

MITE CONTROL INFORMATION 
HONEYBEE HEALTH COALITION 

Click here for everything you need to know – booklet, 
videos, on-line decision tree and more from the ultimate 
authorities.   

Guardian of the Pollinators 
Submitted by Roger Lugoff 

mailto:deborah.lannigan@vanderbilt.edu
mailto:deborah.lannigan@vanderbilt.edu
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/

