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NEW BEEKEEPER TRAINING 
GENE ARMSTRONG APIARY 
June 12th, 2022 12:30 p.m. 

 
 At Home Beekeeping Webinar 

by Katherine Parys (USDA ARS) 
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“Supporting Pollinator Diversity: The Other 

Bees in Your Backyard” 
Free!! See Flyer (page 10) 

http://nashbee.org/
https://nashbee.org/naba-newsletters/
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Jay Williams 

 
Jay has been working in and around pollinators of all shapes and sizes for the 
past 14 years.   In addition to honey production, Jay is an active queen 
breeder and Mason Bee breeder, educator, and public speaker.   His bees and 
honey have been featured in multiple regional as well as national news media 
outlets.   He is a UMT Journeyman certified beekeeper and a 3-time Good 
Food Award winner for honey excellence.  Jay currently serves as the 
Pollination Program Manager for Southall Farms, the Director of Farm 
operations for Crown Bees, LLC, and a brand ambassador 
for Broodminder.com.   When not outside working with bees, Jay spends his 
free time inside daydreaming about how to get back outside and work more 
with his bees.  

 
Jay’s presentation of “Honey Marketing 101” will also include a sneak peek 
inside the Southall Farms luxury resort located in Franklin, Tennessee. 
During the first half, he will talk about the difference between branding and 
marketing and discuss creating an effective user experience.  How do you get your name out there without 
spending all of your profits on marketing?   During the second half he will discuss the process behind building 
an effective pollination program for the soon to be launched Southall Farms. 

 
John Benham’s June Tips!  

 
Colony population build up will be reaching a plateau. Honey 
supers should be inspected for capping before the harvest begins.  
This month can also be conducive to the beginning of robbing 
behavior as the major nectar sources begin to fade and large 
numbers of scout bees look for more sources that can and will 
include smaller colonies and their food stores.  Make sure supers 
on colonies are not exposed for any amount of time when 
inspecting or harvesting and always clean up any spilled or exposed 
honey.  Removed supers should be covered and protected until in 
the honey house.  Robbing behavior and the sometimes associated 
frenzy is much easier to prevent than stop once it has started. Mite 
counts should be done in preparation for treatment regimens.    
 
Many beekeepers harvest their honey in late June or early July as the main (spring) honey flow has ended.  
You will have to decide if the fall weather is going to allow a good honey flow.  You may consider allowing the 
bees to keep the fall flow to be stored as winter food.  Honey is the best winter food for the bees.  You will 
have less winter prep because the bees will more than likely have the food that they need for winter.   After 
harvest you should consider treating for mites.  Use caution due to the temperature restrictions of most mite 
treatments. 

 
Questions and/or comments on these Tips please contact John Benham  

June 12th Meeting 
FeaturSpeaker 

 

Jay Williams 

 

John Benham 

http://broodminder.com/
mailto:masterbeekeeperky@gmail.com
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Pollinator Plant of the Month (Submitted by Ian Dawe)  
 

Featuring:  Virginia Sweetspire (Ieta virginica) 
 
Duration: Perennial Deciduous Shrub  
Flowers: White in 4 inch spires 
Bloom Time: April, May, June  
 
Distribution 
S. NJ to KY, S. IL, MO, OK to Fl and TX 
 
Itea virginica, commonly called Virginia Sweetspire, is an erect, rounded, 
broad-spreading, deciduous shrub with arching branches. Typically grows 3-
4' tall with a similar spread. Features fragrant, tiny white flowers borne in 
cylindrical, drooping racemes (3-6" long) which cover the shrub with bloom in 
late spring to early summer.  Oval, dark green leaves (1-4" long) turn 
varying shades of red, orange and gold in autumn. Long period of fall 
color. 

 
Native Habitat: Wet, wooded stream banks; swamps; low pine barrens.  
Grows in part shade, in moist, acid soils.  
 
Conditions Comments:  It blooms best and has better fall color if grown 
in an area that receives full sun at least part of the day. It is able to grow 
in swamps and other areas of poor drainage. Needs watering during 
droughts outside its natural habitat. 
 
Locally important for Honeybees  
 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

Ian Dawe 

Virginia Sweetspire 
Information from Lady Bird 

Johnson Wildflower Center and 
Shannon R. Trimboli “Plants 

Honey Bees Use in the Ohio and 
Tennessee Valleys”  

 

View of one of Al Taylor’s Apiaries 

http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.wildflower.org/
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Introducing NABA Members 
Rich VanZyle 
 
I started beekeeping when I was 12.  My next-door neighbor was a full time 
beekeeper.   Bob was a wonderful man and beekeeper.  So I wouldn’t get 
stung and be afraid of bees, he would tie my pant legs and help me put on 
gloves and a veil. Later he would show me what he was doing and why.   
Over time, I helped Bob with everything, from taking off honey to extracting 
it.   
 
 After military service my wife Sandy and I moved to Sioux City, Iowa where I 
worked at a Savings and Loan.  I helped Erwin Glew, Dadant's branch 
manager, with his 300 colonies.  I helped him make nuc's in Texas a couple of 
times.  Erwin was another knowledgeable beekeeper. 
 
Later we moved to Grand Island, Nebraska where I kept up my  
by buying 30 colonies of bees.  Over time the business grew to around 120 colonies. In 2008 I purchased a 
Dodge 4500 with a 20-foot flatbed. Since I had a full-time job as an Investment Advisor, I needed to make my 
hobby less labor intensive.  I purchased a Bobcat and went to pallets for everything.  I averaged 135 pounds 
per colony.  I also hired Hamilton Beekeepers to process my honey.  The Hamiltons were also excellent 
beekeepers who ran about 1600 colonies. I also helped them make nuc's in Texas.  Their equipment always 
looked like new, and they used queen excluders, so the honey supers were also clean.  They produced 
excellent sweet clover and alfalfa honey. 

  
My worst year was 18 barrels, and my best year was 53. In Grand Island I 
was on the 911 list for anyone with bee problems. Sandy I also did 
several presentations at schools and at the library in the summer.  
  
After retiring in 2015 I sold my bee business and we moved to Nashville. 
After attending some NABA meetings, I decided to get back into bees 
again.   I have around 30 colonies and produce 60-80 pounds per 
colony.  I have mentored a couple of people over the last couple of 
years.  I am also working with Cul2vate and they currently have 8 
colonies at the Tennessee Ag center. 
 
 I enjoy all phases of beekeeping. I would welcome your comments or 
questions as I have kept bees for about 55 years   

 

Rich and Sandy VanZyle 
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NABA Monthly Zoom Meetings- On Website 

 
Did you miss any of our monthly ZOOM meetings? Our programs are posted to the NABA website under 
“Member Resources”.  A description of each speaker’s program is available in the Newsletter for that month.   
The recorded program includes the speaker’s presentation plus the question and answer session that 
followed.   
January 2021:  “Basic Equipment for Beekeeping” by David Sells 
February 2021: “Recovering from Winter Losses” by Kent Williams 
April 2021  “The Game of Drones” by Julia Mahood 
May 2021  “Processing Honey: A Closer Look” by Bob Binnie 
July 2021  “Is my Queen Ready for Winter” by Al Taylor 
August 2021  “The Second Year of Keeping Bees or Beekeeping 201” by John Benham 
September 2021 “Fall Feeding, Overwintering and Beyond” by Leonard Davis 
December 2021 “What do Honeybees Do All Winter?” by Al Taylor 
January 2022  “The Beekeepers Year” by Charlie Parton 
February 2022  “Spring Hive Management Part I” by John Benham 
April 2022  “ Swarm Prevention using the Double Screen Board” by Joel White” 
  
 

Honey Harvesting Video and Instructions Available 
nashbee.org 

 
Many beekeepers harvest their honey in July.  If you are new to extracting 
honey, you will find help on the NABA website under Harvesting Honey in 
Member’s Only Resources.  There you will find a video of Joel White 
demonstrating how he manipulates the frames of honey to increase production. 
He then talks about using fume boards to remove the bees from the honey 
supers. 
 
Gene Armstrong made a Power Point (with audio) about all aspects of 
harvesting honey and the equipment needed.  If this is your first time to harvest 
honey, the video and power point will be helpful.   
 
NABA also has a four-frame hand extractor, uncapping tank, and five-gallon pail 
with filters to loan out.  This includes all the equipment needed to complete 
your honey harvest.  To reserve the use of the extractor and equipment, text Quick Foy at 615-351-4147. 

https://nashbee.org/zoom-meetings/
https://nashbee.org/naba-newsletters/
http://nashbee.org/
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You Can Teach About Bees at Schools (Submitted by Craig Petersen) 
 
A couple of months ago at one of the monthly NABA meetings a lady introduced herself 
and solicited help in having beekeepers give presentations to local schools, youth 
groups, and senior citizen groups.  That request for community outreach inspired me to 
dust off my observation box and start doing show and tell sessions again.  Recently I 
was invited to give a presentation on bees to a kindergarten class of 18 kids at Julia 
Green Elementary School on Hobbs Road in Nashville.    
 
I had previously built a single frame observation case out of 
Plexiglas and scrap wood so that I could safely take a frame of 

bees out of the hive and transport them to classrooms.  I found a set of plans online 
at https://wcbeekeepers.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/a-plan-for-a-very-simple-
observation-hive.pdf then modified them extensively such that there was easy access 
from the top while also ensuring it couldn’t accidentally get opened.  I have a set of 
high quality 12 x 18 posters to help provide some structure to the discussion. You can 
see a 15 second video of those pictures at https://vimeo.com/207896435. To round 
out the hands-on experience I brought along a kid-size beekeeper’s jacket and some 
old honeycomb that they could see, touch, and smell. 
 
The teacher had introduced many of the talking points in the week prior to my visit, 
such that the kids were familiar with the roles of the queen, workers, and drones, the importance of 
pollinators in our food chain, and the differences between honeybees and other flying insects like wasps and 
yellow jackets.  All I really had to do was help reinforce their learning with my pictures and props. 
 
The frame box enabled the kids to safely see what goes on inside a 
beehive.  Of course, the highlight of the visit was when everyone 
got to taste some local honey on crackers and apple slices.   
 
If you’ve ever thought about doing a show and tell but have been 
worried about how well it would be received, I can assure you 
anyone can do it.  When you show up with your bees in a briefcase, 
the questions start coming rapid fire. The kids will love to see the 
bees and learn about them. Most importantly, you will have fun 
talking about bees with them. 
    

 
  

 

Turtle at Centennial Bee Hives 

https://wcbeekeepers.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/a-plan-for-a-very-simple-observation-hive.pdf
https://wcbeekeepers.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/a-plan-for-a-very-simple-observation-hive.pdf
https://vimeo.com/207896435
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Reviews of Books of Interest to Beekeepers (Submitted by David Hinton) 
 

“Queenspotting” by Hilary Kearney 
 

If NABA ever had a contest to name the worst “Queenspotter” in the entire 
club, I would bet a significant sum of money on . . . me.  I’m speaking as the 
person who has never found a four-leaf clover in my life, nor have I found a 
Queen on my own.  Fortunately, my wonderful spouse and partner in 
beekeeping, Dolly Carlisle, is getting rather good at it of late and has even 
ventured into marking a Queen. 
 
Personally, I think the common saying that ”It’s like finding a needle in a 
haystack” should be replaced with “It’s like finding a Queen Bee in a bee 
hive.”  After all, I imagine there are more bee hives around these days than 
hay stacks. 
 
So when Dolly told me of a book she had read about designed to teach Queenspotting, I got excited.  My 
excitement was not undeserved—it’s a fantastic book, and while my impairment might still seem 
undiminished, it nevertheless gives me hope. 
 
At the heart of Queenspotting is “48 Queenspotting challenges”—foldout pictures with close-ups of thousands 
of bees and somewhere in their midst, the Queen.  It’s the “Where’s Waldo” of beekeeping.  It gives people 
like me the opportunity to practice spotting a Queen while taking as much time as needed (albeit without the 
benefit of motion).  I can look and look at these pictures until I finally find her, gaining a little bit of confidence 
that it might be possible after all. 
 
The author of Queenspotting has become a bit of a celebrity in the 
beekeeping world.  She is the creator of “Girl Next Door Honey,” a 
beekeeping business that aims to help new beekeepers while still 
profiting from her passion.  Her writing appears on her blog Beekeeping 
Like a Girl and she has been the subject of features in Huffington Post, 
Vogue, and Mother Earth News. She manages 90 hives at her home in 
San Diego and is an adept swarm catcher.   
 
In the book, she notes that “Experienced beekeepers often develop a 
sixth sense for finding the Queen.  Although it sometimes feels mystical, 
this intuition is most likely informed by a set of subconscious cues the 
beekeeper has learned over the years.  . . . Perhaps there is some magic 
involved!  . . . I will do my best to impart a set of guidelines that will serve 
you in finding the Queen inside and outside this book.” 
 
  

 

David Hinton 
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Here are two examples of her guidelines. 
 
Patterns and behavior: “Some beekeepers locate the Queen more easily by spotting a shift in the traffic 
pattern as other bees react to the presence of their Queen.  The Queen moves differently from the other bees.  
Her long, slender body glides across the combs, and in crowded spaces, workers will move out of her way to 
let her pass. She often moves more quickly than the bees around her . .  . When she pauses, a circle of 
attendant bees will form around her, creating a ring of bees that face inward toward her.” 
Physical features: “The most straightforward way to identify a Queen bee is by her physical features.  At first, 
it can be difficult to distinguish her from the worker bees and especially the drones. . . . but if you look closely, 
she has some key differences.  The Queen’s elongated abdomen is one of her most prominent features.  It 
extends well beyond her worker-bee size set of wings, making her wings appear undersize.  . . . Long golden 
legs are another trait unique to the Queen.  . . . Her hairless back can also distinguish the Queen from other 
bees.” 
 
Queenspotting is not just about finding a Queen, and Kearney devotes a chapter to why the ability to find a 
Queen is so important to beekeeping, including the need to re-Queen, to find swarm cells, to divide a colony, 
to filling an observation hive, and because of harvesting honey. 
 
If you’re like me and Queenspotting is a challenge, this book can be of real help. 
 
Queenspotting by Hilary Kearney is on order for the NABA Lending Library, and hopefully will be available for 
loan at the next meeting. 
 

Bees Inside a Fallen Tree? 
A Different Kind of “Swarm” (Submitted by Craig Petersen) 

 
 As a participant on NABA's Swarm List web page, I've been contacted on several 
occasions over the past two years to respond to bee swarm sightings.  But nothing 
in my experience in swarm captures prepared me to respond to the call I received 
last week.  A neighbor a mile away was having a hackberry tree taken down after 
high winds had cleaved a major branch and split the trunk.  Apparently, a 
hackberry can appear to be perfectly healthy from the outside but be severely 
compromised on the inside.  As the tree service began removing the tree, they 
realized there was a feral bee colony living in the hollowed-out trunk.  At which 
point the owner called NABA. 
 
Quick Foy and I were called at about the same time.  Quick couldn’t respond until the next day, so he gave me 
first dibs.  On arrival, I saw several sheets of comb exposed where the tree had split open.  I decided the best 
plan was to remove as much comb as possible, separating the honey from the brood comb and rubber band 
the brood comb into foundationless frames to put in a hive box to take back to my house.  I would extract the 
bees by hand and any stragglers would get sucked up with my homemade bee vacuum.  At least that was the 
plan. 
 
But the 90+ degree temperature was problematic.  Beyond being physically uncomfortable from being suited 
up for two hours, the comb was on the verge of melting.  Trying to rubber band the molten blobs to the 
frames was extremely challenging and only time will tell if any of the brood survived.   Even though I used 
"Playtex" dishwashing gloves, it was a messy undertaking. 
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With the brood in the new hive, I captured as many bees as possible.  I 
spritzed them with sugar water and found the easiest way was to reach 
inside the trunk cavity and pull out handfuls of bees.  This worked okay 
until they started stinging through the rubber gloves, at which point I had 
to put a second set of gloves on for double thickness protection.  After the 
six or seventh bee sting I called it quits and left the box in place overnight. 
 
The next afternoon there were more bees in the box, but plenty still in the 
tree cavity.  They had cleaned up the remaining honey from the tree 
trunk.  I repeated the hand scooping process a few more times, then 
vacuumed up a few more handfuls of bees.  I put cargo straps on the hive, 
covered the entrance with screen, and loaded it and my vacuum box into 
my car. 
 
They now reside across the street at a neighbor's house.  We will know in 
a week or so if the Queen survived and begins laying again.  If not, I'll 
requeen the hive. 
 
In hindsight, I'm not sure what I would do differently, 
except perhaps have let Quick Foy do the honors...  
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• May 31: Cost and benefits of propolis to honey bees,  with F. Rinkevich (USDA ARS)
• June 28:  Supporting pollinator diversity: the other bees in your backyard, with 

Katherine Parys (USDA ARS)
• July 26:  Preparing for fall, with Jack Rowe (ACES)

Last Tuesday of 
the month

6:30 – 7:30 pm
Central Time

Questions? Email Allyson Shabel ams0137@aces.edu

Watch via Zoom Webinar

https://auburn.zoom.us/j/904522838
or Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension/

All are welcome!!  Join us for this free event!!

We're offering beekeepers the chance to attend virtual meetings from the 
comfort of one's own home using a computer or mobile device.  Speakers include 
university researchers  and extension specialists from across the SE US as well as 

USDA ARS researchers.  Each event will bring participants up to date on timely 
beekeeping topics with time for Q & A included. 

Extension Implementation Program 

Our institutions are equal opportunity educators and employers. Everyone is welcome! Please let us know if you have 

accessibility needs.



 11 

NABA Hive Updates 
Gene Armstrong Apiary (Submitted by Buzz Evans) 

 
The Gene Armstrong Apiary at Ellington Agriculture Center 
currently consists of eight 8-frame hives and two 5-frame nucs.  
When we inspected the hives on Tuesday, May 31st, 9 of the 10 
hives had queens with one nuc in the process of developing a 
queen from swarm cells. 
 
On Sunday, May 15th, we installed two nucs into 8-frame hives.  
The nucs were provided by Al Taylor of Hon Taylor Honeybees 
and Barry Richards filmed the installation for the NABA website.  
You can find the filmed installation at nashbee.org under 
Members-Only Resources. The nucs were strong enough to require two deep boxes at the time of installation 
and they were observed by the new beekeepers who took part in the training before the meeting. 
 
Two of the hives are packages installed on April 2nd and currently occupy two deeps. We also added two 
swarms which are used to support the observation hives at the Agricultural Museum and the Adventure 
Science Center.  In addition, we are raising queens in two 5-frame nucs. 
 
The final two hives are producing honey with one having 5 honey supers and the other 4 honey supers.  We 
hope to take off the honey late June or early July. 
 
We will be having new beekeeper training at the apiary again on Sunday, June 12th at 12:30 PM.  If you attend, 
please bring a veil and park at the top of the hill.  

 

Centennial Bee Report (Submitted by Seth Cooper) 
 
It’s been busy at Centennial on Lake 
Watauga.  We now have 5 queen right 
hives all making honey and 
brood.   One hive was double 
screened to stop a swarm and now 
has 8 supers.   One hive swarmed but 
produced a new queen and is in 
business again.   We made a split with 
what we planned to be a replacement 
queen and she is building her 
colony.   The boat house where we 
store our foundation gets so hot that 
the wax is melting and having to be replaced.   We anticipate a good 
honey harvest around the end of June for NABA to sell to the 
Parthenon Conservancy.   One of their donors bid on a trip to the island 
and we hope will be joining us in the jon boat soon.  
  

http://nashbee.org/
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Cooking with Honey 
 

Rhubarb Shake 
(cooking NYTimes.com) 

 
• ½ pound rhubarb, thinly sliced (2 cups) 
• 5 tablespoons honey, more to taste 
• 1 ½ cups Greek yogurt 
• 2 cups ice cubes 
•  Rosewater, to taste 
•  Finely chopped pistachios, for garnish 

1.  Stir together rhubarb, honey and 2 tablespoons water in a 
medium saucepan. Bring to a simmer and cook, stirring often, for 6 to 8 minutes, until rhubarb has 
melted and become jam-like. Let cool. (Rhubarb can be made up to a week ahead and refrigerated.) 
 

2.  Add rhubarb compote, yogurt, ice cubes and a few dashes of rosewater to blender. Blend until 
smooth. Taste and add more honey and rosewater, if desired. Pour into two glasses and garnish with 
pistachios. 

 

  

 Your Newsletter Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi -your co-editor Titan here!   
Please please send my mom photos,  
honey recipes, stories about  
your bees and any honey bee  
questions.   
Here is my mom’s email link 
Deb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Jennifer Cox 

mailto:deborah.lannigan@vanderbilt.edu
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Directions to Ed Jones Auditorium 
 
Ellington Agricultural Center, 416 Hogan Road, Nashville, Tennessee 37220 
 
From I-65: Take Exit #78-A east on Harding Place. Take a right at the second light onto Trousdale Drive. Travel south 
on Trousdale for approximately 1.5 miles. Turn left on to Hogan Road at the four-way stop. Hogan Road ends at the 
front gates of the Ellington Agricultural Center. Note: all buildings have identifying lawn signs for your convenience. 
From I-24: Take exit #56 west on Harding Place to the Nolensville Road intersection at Walmart. Turn left onto 
Nolensville Road and travel south 1/10 mile and turn right onto Edmondson Pike. Travel 1 1/2 miles on Edmondson 
Pike. The east entrance to Ellington Agricultural Center is on the right. 
 
To Ed Jones Auditorium:  
Enter the front gates from Hogan Road. Bear to your right. The Moss Building (antebellum style mansion) will 
be on your left at the top of the hill. Follow the drive until you reach the auditorium (a large white barn-like 
structure that sets at the end of the lawn behind the mansion.) It is located at 416 Hogan Road. 

 


